
Red-light district 
reveals new bridge
The latest attraction in Amster-
dam’s red-light district is less 
about the flesh and more about 
the flash — as in flashy technol-
ogy. Officials in the Netherlands’ 
capital have unveiled a pedes-
trian bridge in the heart of the 
popular tourist district that has 
been made entirely through 3D 
technology. The eye-catching, 
flowing lines of the 12-metre 
span were created using a tech-
nique developed by Dutch firm 
MX3D that combines welding 
and robotics in a process called 
wire-and-arc additive manufac-
turing. Using sensors installed 
in the six-tonne structure, 
researchers at Imperial College 
in London will be able to monitor 
how and when the bridge is used. 
It will remain in place for two 
years while the bridge it replaced 
is renovated. Micha Mos, an 
Amsterdam councillor, hopes the 
bridge will bring in new tourists 
and help to clean up the district’s 
sometimes seedy reputation. He 
told The Associated Press: “This 
may attract a new kind of visitor, 
one who is more interested in ar-
chitecture and design, which will 
help change the way the neigh-
bourhood is perceived as more 
of something you want to visit, 
but visit respectfully, than it has 
been over the last few decades.” ”

Report blames height 
issue for jet mishap
An undersized mechanic is being 
blamed for an airliner crashing 
on to its nose at Britain’s biggest 
airport. A report found the front 
end of the Boeing 787 Dream-
liner collapsed onto the tarmac 
at Heathrow Airport in London 
because the lead technician was 
too short to lock landing gear 
in place. The incident occurred 
while the hydraulics were being 
tested on the cargo jet in advance 

of a flight to Frankfurt. Hundreds 
of passengers witnessed the 
dramatic aftermath as an open 
door of the plane was ripped off 
its hinges and the nose was dam-
aged, The Daily Mail reported. 
A cargo worker and a co-pilot 
suffered minor injuries. The Air 
Accidents Investigation Branch 
(AAIB) report said the mechanic 
was “not tall enough” to place 
a pin in a hole to lock the nose 
landing gear, so he asked a taller 
colleague to help out. But the 
second mechanic placed the pin 
in the wrong hole, causing the 
landing gear to retract when the 
hydraulics were tested. A similar 
error occurred in 2018 and led 
the U.S. plane maker to change 
procedures to stop the pin from 
being placed in the wrong posi-
tion. But the report found the 
fixes had yet to be enacted on BA 
aircraft. ” 

Liverpool loses  
world heritage status
It gave us The Beatles and the 
Mersey Beat — and was a trading 
post for nearly half the world’s 
goods at its peak — but now 
the English city of Liverpool 
has been stripped of a coveted 
world-heritage tag. A committee 
of the UN ruled on July 21 that it 
become only the third site to lose 
its World Heritage status.
In 2004, the cultural and 
educational agency UNESCO 
recognized Liverpool’s legacy as 
embodying a “maritime mer-
cantile city.” But now UNESCO 
says the city — through which 40 
per cent of world trade passed 
during the height of the British 
Empire in the 19th century — is 
squandering that heritage in a 
headlong rush for development 
of its historic waterfront, citing 
“irreversible loss” to the historic 
value of its Victorian docks. Liv-
erpool officials had rejected most 
of UNESCO’s charges and urged 
members to visit the city to see 
for themselves that its rich past 
is being preserved.
 Andre Ramshaw, Postmedia News 

A star is reborn.
The original Auberge 

McGowan Inn and Restaurant 
was the pride of Georgeville in 
the 1880s, and the brand new 
version that opened in June on 
the same footprint is another 
triumph.

The 2021 Auberge McGowan — 
the only lodging establishment 
directly on the shore of vast Lake 
Memphremagog, in either Can-
ada or the U.S. — has been totally 
rebuilt as a conservation venture 
in a historic, secluded Eastern 
Townships community.

The seven-room inn has 
several noble missions: to salute 
the past, nurture the future 
and ensure that guests have a 
rollicking good time. That means 
lobster rolls for lunch, sangria at 
sunset, filet mignon for dinner 
and a chill life on the lakefront 
lawn.

“The McGowan has an ideal 
location, but the old structure 
was unsustainable,” said Hugh 
Scott, president of Heritage 
Georgeville. “The new building 
preserves both the treasured 
lakefront and the history of hos-
pitality on the site.”

The darling inn has relaunched 
with the works: enchanting decor 
by John Hay; succulent cuisine 
by Antoine Rheault, who oper-
ates the place with general man-
ager Andrée-Anne Breton; and a 
Green Key eco-rating of 5/5.

The option of dining on a 
lakefront patio puts Auberge 
McGowan over the top. And the 
guest rooms are up to date with 
Wi-Fi, air conditioning, TVs, 
Nespresso machines and hefty 
duvets wrapped in high-thread 
cotton.

Auberge McGowan is the epit-
ome of country gentility. At the 
heart of a tony enclave of private 
estates around Georgeville, it has 
long been a cherished retreat for 
residents, including actor Donald 
Sutherland.
Design: Interior designer Hay 

created a country-chic tribute 
to Old Georgeville. “It’s antique 
without the clutter of too many 
antiques,” he said. “The modern 
McGowan is a romantic vision of 
summer on the lake.

“It feels as though you are 
visiting your favourite eccentric 
aunt, your Auntie Mame,” said 
Hay. “Worldly, but relaxed and 
amusing.”

Throughout the inn, Hay 
recalled the grand old days 
of steamship life and family 
sojourns through murals of 
vintage photographs by William 
Notman and W. H. Bartlett from 
the Collection Murray & Wil-
liams / Musée Copp’s Ferry.

The lobby is an easygoing salon 
of leather chairs, wrought iron 
fixtures and textured blue and 
white fabrics, all set around a 
brick fireplace for chilly eve-
nings. In the dining room, one 
wall of glass overlooks the patio, 
the towering shade trees and the 
lake, and another area faces the 
dynamic open kitchen, fringed 
with bar stools for diners who 
like to watch the action.

The guest rooms — some with 
private balconies and lake views 
— have soaring four-metre ceil-
ings, so they feel super-spacious. 
Hay added warmth and whimsy 
with panelled cloud-white walls, 

arched mirrors and adorable 
throw pillows with animals frol-
icking across the chintz.
Food and drink: Executive chef 
Rheault ran the very agreeable 
Bistro 4 Saisons in Orford for 
more than a decade, and he also 
brings experience from the su-
perlative Manoir Hovey in North 
Hatley. Local products are in the 
spotlight, including herbs from 
the inn’s garden and organic veg-
etables from Jardin du Quartier, 
which holds a farmers’ market 
Saturdays in Georgeville.

“We do modern French Que-
bec bistronomy,” said Rheault. 
“Patrons can have casual bites 
or gourmet cuisine, and every 
dish is accented with something 
different.”

Dinner starters include Atlan-
tic salmon tartare, lamb ribs 
from Quebec or foie gras from 
Aux Champs d’Élisé in Mariev-
ille; followed by main courses 
of swordfish with chimichurri; 
ricotta gnocchi with olives and 
pistachios; or veal filet mignon 
with oyster mushrooms. House 
faves are the show-stopping 
faux-filet for two meat-lovers, 
and the Mediterranean-style 
pizza with eggplant, olives, pesto 
and mozzarella.

Lunch might be fish and chips, 
burgers, duck confit salad, salm-
on tartare with coriander and 
capers, or the signature lobster 
roll.
The neighbourhood: Lake Mem-
phremagog and the Georgeville 
Marina are right outside the 
door. For quieter waters, Fitch 
Bay Marina rents pontoon boats 
and rowboats, and the Marais de 
la Rivière aux Cerises in Magog 
organizes paddling.

Georgeville has a tennis court 
and a playground. Favourite 
stops include the Georgeville 
General Store for ice cream and 
gourmet products, Studio Geor-
geville for fine art and crafts, and 
the Stewart Hopps nature trail 
and sanctuary.

Georgeville was founded in 
1797 by Loyalists, and it’s been 
beautifully preserved with Amer-
ican colonial, Greek Revival and 
Georgian architecture, espe-
cially the Old Mansion House 
(1889; featured in Louise Penny’s 
mystery novels) and St. George’s 
Anglican Church (1866).
rochelle@rochellelash.com

AUBERGE McGOWAN 
REVELS IN HERITAGE  
OF TOWNSHIPS

The rebuilt Auberge McGowan, on the shore of Lake Memphremagog, has several missions: to salute the past, nurture the future and ensure that guests have a great time.  DA R R E N  M U R P H Y

R O C H E L L E  L A S H
H o t e l  I n t e l

I F  Y O U  G O

Georgeville is a 90-minute drive 
from Montreal via Highway 10 
east, Exit 118 to Route 247 south 
(Chemin Georgeville).
Auberge & Restaurant McGowan: 
819-843-2126, aubergemcgowan.
com (website is under construc-
tion); 51 Carré Copp, Georgeville 
(Stanstead Township). Elevator 
available. One meeting room 
available.
Price: King, queen or twin beds. 
Lake view with balcony or garden 
view, $199-$349. Minimum two 
nights during summer high 
season.
Dining: breakfast, lunch, dinner 
open to the public. Closed for 
dinner Sun.-Mon. Reservations 
recommended. Indoor-outdoor 
dining.
Tourism: Community Association 
of Georgeville, georgeville1797.
ca; Eastern Townships, 800-355-
5755, easterntownships.org.

T R AV E L  B R I E F S

Netherlands’ Queen Máxima, right, walks across a 3D-printed bridge during 
its opening on the Oudezijds Achterburgwal in Amsterdam’s notorious  
red-light district.  R E M KO  D E  WAAL/G E T T Y  I M AG E S
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